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then northward along the Thian-Shan mountains through the
present Dsungarai, past the Balkash sea, and via Talas. It then
followed the Syr-Darya river to the Aral sea and the Caspian sea.

The middle route passed to the south of the Thian-Shan
mountains  through  the   northern  part  of East Turkestan  via
Chami, Turfan, Karashar, Kutsha, and Aksu to Kashgar; thences
over the Terek pass to Ferghana via Samarkand,. Buchara and
Merv to Persia.

From the Gobi desert, the southern route passed through
the southern part of East Turkestan via Chotan and Yarkand,
then over the Pamir plateau and through Afghanistan to the
Punjab (India) crossing the Bamian and Gazna passes to Mul-
tan. Goods intended for the west, coming via this route,
were taken down the Indus river to Daybal. From this port
they were shipped by sea with other goods from India and
Ceylon.

During the seventh and eighth centuries A. D. the Arabs
carried on an extensive marine commerce with India and China,
especially in spices and aromatics. These were supplied in
large quantities to the luxurious courts of the caliphs and the
Byzantine emperors. The principal centres between China and
Arabia were at that time on the Malay peninsula, to which were
also brought the products of Java and other Sunda islands.
Later on commerce concentrated itself in Kalah, a city on the east
shore of the Malay peninsula. In the tenth century there existed
between Kalah and Siraf, a city on the east coast of the Persian
gulf, regular commercial intercourse between the Arabians and
Chinese. From the northern point of Sumatra the Chinese crossed
the bay of Bengal to Ceylon.

Arabian merchants also settled along the Malabar coast,
in Ceylon and in the Indian sea ports. From the eighth to the
tenth century, Daybal at the mouth of the Indus was the im-
portant commercial centre and seaport of India, It was the
principal emporium for the products of the Indus valley and
the Punjab on the one side and of Mesopotamia, Persia and
Arabia on the other. For the products of northern India, Multan
on the Djelam river in the Punjab, was the first larger rallying
point. It was also a place of pilgrimage that was much revered
and visited by the Hindoos.